BARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Wingfield -	 Chairman			Clerk Mr. John Watt
								1 Sawmill Lane
								Thornbury, BS35 2NZ
					   E: Clerk@barringtonglos-pc.gov.uk
							            13/03/2026

Cllr Sue Cleal                                                          Cllr Ali Hope	 
Cllr J de Haldevang                                                 Cllr Richard Wingfield

Minutes

1.Apologies - Sue Cleal                                                     

2, Declarations of Interest in any items on the agenda. – None

3, Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2025 –minutes attached for approval. Agreed and signed by Richard Wingfield 

4 Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 04th February 2026 – attached for approval. Agreed and signed by Richard Wingfield

5 Matters Arising for noting (10th December meeting) 
Assertion 10, The new councillor emails are being used by the councillors, and the councillors have approved an audit of the parish website that its meets WC2.2aa. Cost is £100.00
There will be an access statement added to the website before the audit.
The parish clerk will also check the ramifications of GDPR requirements on the parish website/emails
The parish councillors also need to make sure the computer device they use for parish business as a virus update.
The councillors have decided to keep the village WhatsApp’s groups separate for now.
There is a still a vacancy for a new councillor required, if anyone is interested in this role, please contact the chairman or the parish clerk.
The process is very simple, and the applicant can be co-opted onto the parish

6 Matters Arising for noting (04th February meeting) 
To increase communications between the clerk and the Councillors there has been a WhatsApp group created.
In the meeting the Police officers had information about a leaflet that had information concerning making properties safer. The parish clerk has requested this information from the local police so it can be circulated to the parish. 

7 Adjournment for Members of the Public to raise issues. 
Some of the residents of Lower Barrington have created a group to discuss domestic security options. 
There has been a request for 3 Grit Bins in Barrington, Councillor J de Haldevang has three in stock and will deliver them.
                                 
8 Report of the Gloucestershire County Councillor (Dom Morris)-
None provided
8a Report of the Cotswold District Councillor (Tony Dale)- None provided
8b 2025/2026 Report from the Chairman (Richard Wingfield) -
Viewable on the website
9 Planning Report –Latest info on the website
10 Traffic Management (J de H): 
A Speeding     
 In a broad summary, the reports for December, January, February come from the Great Barrington Camera.
 
The Little Barrington Camera is still in some process of operational dysfunction simply because the cage that we have put around it is now jamming the signal, and I will remove elements of the cage so that we could keep the cage but keep the camera secure. And secondly, these cameras only work during daylight. They rely on solar power.

The key factors are 58% of the traffic transiting through here is at over the speed limit of 30, and there are currently roughly 8,000 vehicles, cars or vehicles, per month coming through the village. That's about 200 a day
if you allow for the even number of amounts of traffic daytime for both weekends and week time. The peak hour, and recorded now clearly in the winter, is midday.
I did accept and suggest the action that because of this and other data, we should address it to the police crime commissioner. They, as you know, have been removed from post by the Labour government, and I am now waiting for the more updated data as the daylight comes in to then draft a letter to the Chief Constable to make him aware of the problem



B WiVTAG RW
 
WIVTAG is the Windrush Valley Traffic Action Group, which is led by Mark McCapkin of Crawley, near Whitney. They have this grand aspiration of a very large weight restriction covering a line from Whitney to Northleach in the south, going up to Stow, across not quite as far as Chipping Norton, and back down to Whitney. It’s quite a big area.
 
The weight restriction will only happen if the local highway authorities wish it to happen, so it's very much in the gift of Oxfordshire County Council and Gloucestershire County Council. We as a parish have been supportive and continue to be supportive of WIVTAG aspiration, but I think we're cognizant of the fact that it's probably not going to happen swiftly.
The highways department of Gloucestershire County Council are pragmatic and supportive, and the senior officer there, Dan T., is very sensible and is fully aware of what is happening, and he has promised to liaise with his counterpart at Oxfordshire. So, I think that is all in hand.
It also involves a lot of cost in term of signage. So, both county councils will have to work out the finances.
One key point is to ensure that WIFTAG doesn't succeed in Oxfordshire alone because that would be the absolute worst-case scenario for us.
If this happens you would have traffic displaced from the small roads in Oxfordshire onto us, and that would be a disaster scenario. I stay in close contact with the highways department, Oxfordshire County Council, and WIFTAG. I am emphatically advised that they will not let this happen. They, do not wish to see displacement of traffic from Oxfordshire onto small roads in Gloucestershire. We think we're in the right place, but whether it can be made to happen, we will just have to wait and see.  
 
11 Neighbourhood Watch& Fly-Tipping (SC) No information provided
Attempted Burglaries (RW)
Police alert website and investigate the leaflet - crime prevention survey
The online community alert scheme for Gloucestershire can be viewed on 
Police alert website and investigate the leaflet - crime prevention survey
 online community alert scheme, 
The online community alert scheme for Oxfordshire can be viewed on 
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/

12 River Pollution 
The thing that's frustrating is that Burford Sewage Works needs an investment of millions spending on it but there is no money and it's not happening anytime soon. Burford sewage works regularly pollutes River Windrush. 
There was a flood resilience meeting in December 2025 hosted by Sir Geoffrey Clinton-Brown. We have requested the minutes of this meeting 
and will add to the parish website once received.

13 Assets Register–Cage for speed camera added register now on website

14 Forthcoming Events: A. Spring Village Litter Pick – Saturday 28 March 2026 – 09.30 leaflet loaded on the website. distributed by email and added to the parish Facebook page.

B. Exercise classes - Every Tuesday 18.00 at the Reading Room, Little Barrington – Nicky Hall retired, Veronica Whelpey in place, 

C The Windrush flower show will be on 25/07/2026- volunteers required,
Moe information to follow.

15 RFO Financial Matters will be updated in the next parish meeting.
 
16 Parish clerk update- A decision is taken to not merge the 2 village WhatsApp groups, but information can be passed on between the groups.

17 Dates of next two meetings 18.00 Monday11/05/2026,
Friday 16/10/2026.

18 Any Other Business
 New residents to receive an updated leaflet

At a wider regional level, national government is proposing significant changes to how local councils operate. Currently, Gloucestershire comprises one county council and six smaller district councils, each responsible for different services.
 
The proposal aims to replace them with fewer, larger councils that manage all services known as unitary authorities. Currently, 3 options are under consideration.
 
Option 1: Cotswold District Council, Gloucestershire County Council, Stroud District Council, and Tewkesbury Borough Council proposed 1 unitary council comprising the current areas of:
Gloucestershire: Cheltenham, Cotswold, Forest of Dean, Gloucester, Stroud, and Tewkesbury

Option 2: Cheltenham Borough Council proposed 2 unitary councils. These would comprise the current areas of:
· East Gloucestershire: Cheltenham, Cotswold, and Tewkesbury
· West Gloucestershire: Forest of Dean, Gloucester and Stroud

Option 3 Gloucester City Council proposed 2 unitary councils. This includes a request to split existing district council areas between the proposed new councils. These would comprise the current areas of:
· Greater Gloucester City: Gloucester plus 12 parishes from Tewkesbury, 8 parishes from Stroud and 1 parish from the Forest of Dean
· Gloucestershire: Cheltenham, Cotswold, and the remaining parts of Tewkesbury, Stroud, and Forest of Dean
More details can be found on the website below
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-gloucestershire/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-gloucestershire

Mr John Watt            
Barrington Parish Clerk
Meeting close 19.15


 

 
